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Radio Culture
by Sean Margaret Wagner
2018-10-31

Authors Maxim Dosko, Natalia Fedorova and Amber Robinson

At TUTA Theatre, 4670 N. Manor Ave. Tickets: TUTATheatre.org; $20-$30. Runs through: Dec.
2

TUTA Theatre has concocted one of the most tightly packed, powerful theater experiences from
source material that should be the opposite.

Radio Culture, by Maxim Dosko ( translated by Natalia Fedorova and Amber Robinson ), stems from
the eastern European "New Drama" movement, hyper-focused on the normalcy we all exhibit.

Director Amber Robinson has wisely avoided embellishments with the understanding that a page from -

this central character's life will be more than enough.

It's 2013 and Volodya ( Kevin V. Smith ) is terribly alone. He is not an eloquent person, nor is he a
charming person. He is prone to anxiety and insecurity; he structures his waking hours so that he can
withdraw into the hum of a Belarusian national radio program everyone else thinks is old fashioned.
The compartments of his life are un-touching and sterile, and it affords him ample time in the
company of his endless mundane thoughts.

Lucky for us, we can hear every single one; his observance over the men on his construction site that
are prone to drink ( Huy Nguyen and Wain Parham ), his dislike of counterfeit jeans and raisin bread,
if he should get his mother a plot of land or a meat grinder for her birthday. He doesn't spare us a
single detail, and it feels familiar and foreign at the same time.

His thoughts are so specific they become universal, and so trivial, they encompass whole lives. It's no
mistake that we've reached Volodya on this day, when his tether to a quiet existence is down to some
measly strands and all the normally comforting things can't walk him back from the verge of tears.
"It's not normal to worry so much," he says and fixates so hard on keeping his life pristine, that it
gives way to an unspoken concern that his thirtysome years of work has been a waste.
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Smith is still and calm as Volodya, and seems to have his eyes on everyone, including the workmen on
his site, and the Chicagoans fidgeting in their seats. He is purposeful and serious, exhibiting the
precise judgments he levies on the people who are not there—and you can't help but wonder what he
must think of you. Huy Nguyen and Wain Parham join him very tangentially as Dimon and Serjogin,
mostly silent, and staring in what could be menace, but really is just a vast unknown. Volodya assumes
Dimon and Serjogin are comprised of nothing but disdain and apathy, so we do too, until we are
afforded a glimpse behind the curtain.

That's the thing: Volodya may be terribly alone—but so are all of us, and it's a profound experience to
hear an internal voice that is not your own.
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ARTICLES YOU MIGHT LIKE

* The Last Session 2018-11-07 - Playwright: Steve Schalchlin, music/lyrics; Jim
Brochu, book; John Bettis/Marie Cain, additional lyrics At: Refuge Theatre
Project @ Atlas. Art Studio, 4809 N. Ravenswood ...

* Reese Witherspoon, Sophia Bush appear Nov. 12 2018-11-07 - Hello Sunshine x
Together Live is welcoming actresses Reese Witherspoon and Sophia Bush to its
Chicago lineup, which will be held Monday, Nov. ...

» Critics' Picks 2018-11-07 - Rock 'N' Roll, The Artistic Home, through Nov. 18.
Tom Stoppard's clever play channels the collapse of European Communism
through rock music, centered ...

» SPOTLIGHT Ekili Munda (What Lies Beneath) 2018-11-07 - A transatlantic
partnership 10 years in the making comes to fruition with Ekili Munda ( What
Lies Beneath ), a collaboration between Kampala ...

*» Nina Simone, Four Women coming to Northlight Theatre 2018-11-06 - Northlight
Theatre, under the direction of Artistic Director BJ Jones and Executive Director
Timothy J. Evans, continues its 2018-19 season with Nina Simone: ...

4 Lady in Denmark 2018-11-05 - Playwright Dael Orlandersmith At Goodman
Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn St. Tickets: GoodmanTheatre.org; 312-443-3800;
$15-$45. Runs through: Nov. 18 Historical fiction typically recounts ...

» THEATER REVIEW An Oak Tree 2018-11-05 - By Tim Crouch At The
Athenaeum Theatre, 2936 N. Southport Ave. Tickets: RedTheater.org;
$20-$22. Runs through: Dec. 9 Red Theater's An Oak ...

» The Scientific Method 2018-11-05 - By Jenny Connell Davis At Rivendell
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